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EPA 1122/20: A ban on fluorinated firefighting foams1 in South Australia came into effect on 30 January 2018
following an amendment of the Environment Protection (Water Quality) Policy 2015 (WQ Policy) under the
Environment Protection Act 1993 (EP Act). Legislative requirements are set out in Section 13A of the policy.
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Introduction

The grace period of two years (up to 30 January 2020) following the ban was to assist industry in meeting the
requirements of going fluorine free. The ban applies to all fluorinated firefighting foams (per- and poly-fluoroalkyl
substances) including more modern ≤C6 type fluorotelomers. A person must not fill, or permit the filling of a fire
extinguisher with a fluorinated firefighting foam, and a person must not supply a fluorinated firefighting foam.
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Fire protection service providers

Fire protection service providers are required to remove small quantities of fluorinated foams, such as hand-held
extinguishers or 20-litre drums. Fire protection service providers can also transport these small items containing
fluorinated foam products without engaging an EPA licensed waste transporter. Bulk volumes of fluorinated
firefighting foam products (or wash waters from the cleaning of fluorinated firefighting systems) may only be
transported by an EPA licensed waste transporter.
To ensure compliance with the EP Act and WQ Policy, it is integral that fire protection service providers:
•

Prevent the release of firefighting foams to the environment – this may be achieved by only handling
fluorinated foam products, such as when decanting or decontaminating, in a bunded area with a readily
accessible spill kit.

•

Dispose of fluorinated foams appropriately by taking them to a licensed facility that is authorised to
receive this waste. In South Australia, this currently includes:
−

Veolia Environmental Services (Australia) Pty Ltd – EPA licence #2897

−

Cleanaway Operations Pty Ltd – EPA licence #15195.

•

Only supply certified fluorine-free foams that are accompanied by a product certification (ie fluorine
content is clearly displayed on a label or document provided with the product).

•

Ensure that any systems or extinguishers that are transitioned from a fluorinated foam to a fluorine-free
foam are decontaminated (so as to remove PFAS contamination as far as reasonably practicable) in
accordance with the WQ Policy, and wastewater from the decontamination process is disposed of
appropriately.
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How Dose This Effect My Fire Extinguishers fire protection maintenance responsibilities
Foam/Flourine Free Foam fire extinguishers are marked with a blue band.
Foam fire extinguishers work by covering a burning flammable liquid with a blanket of foam, cutting off the fire’s air
supply and preventing the release of flammable vapors, By applying a liquid this helps to cool the fire as the air is
cut off. Foam Fire Extinguishers have always been seen as an effective way to fight Class B flammable liquid fires.
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Maintenance
• The requirements as per AS1851, fire extinguishers are required to be inspected and tested on a 6 monthly
basis.
• Foam extinguishers are required to be discharge and foam replaced on a yearly basis.
• Foam extinguisher are required to undergo a hydrostatic pressure test on a five yearly and the foam
replaced.
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Replacement of Foam

AFFF and 3F Fluorine Free Foams can become unstable in the course of time especially if the fire extinguisher is
subject to adverse conditions such as extreme heat.
This could render the foam concentrate solution to separate with in the water of the fire extinguisher and Jellify.
Thus the foam solution in the fire extinguisher would be rendered useless as it will collect at the bottom of the fire
extinguisher and only water will spurt out of the fire extinguisher.
To stop the above from occurring, foam solutions are replaced on a yearly basis, allowing the fire extinguisher to
be operational at all times.
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